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which is consistent, another which is radically incon-
sistent, with the most general truths that have been
made known to us by scientific investigation.

The one which is inconsistent is the conception of
a Grod governing the world by acts of variable will.
The one which is consistent, is the conception of a
God governing the world by invariable laws.

The primitive, and even in our own day the vulgar,
conception of the divine rule, is that the one Grod,
like the many Grods of antiquity, carries on the govern-
ment of the world by special decrees, made pro hac
vice. Although supposed to be omniscient as well as
omnipotent, he is thought not to make up his mind
until the moment of action; or at least not so con-
clusively, but that his intentions may be altered up
to the very last moment by appropriate solicitation.
Without entering into the difficulties of reconciling
this view of the divine government with the pre-
science and the perfect wisdom ascribed to the Deity,
we may content ourselves with the fact that it con-
tradicts what experience has taught us of the manner
in which things actually take place. The phenomena
of Nature do take place according to general laws.
They do originate from definite natural antecedents.
Therefore if their ultimate origin is derived from a
will, that will must have established the general laws
and willed the antecedents. If there be a Creator,
his intention must have been that events should de-